Isadore LaDuca
BRIEF BIO
I was born in Sicily, Italy in 1955.  My family came to America when I was still a baby, so I had no memories of the old country.  I began drawing at 5 and knew from a very early age I had no choice but to become an artist, and specifically fell in love with oil painting. 

I attended Tyler School of Art, and in 1975 had a chance to enroll in their Rome program in my junior year.  Of course being in Italy not only enhanced my appreciation for the great masters of the past, but I also had the chance to visit my relatives in Sicily and explore my roots.  There was to remain an influence from that experience in much of my later work.

After receiving my BFA I stayed in Philadelphia for a few years trying my hand at the gallery scene.  In 1984 I decided to go to grad school and attended Syracuse University for my MFA.  I remained there for a time working at the Everson Museum of Art until returning to the Lehigh Valley in 1989. 

To my pleasant surprise the art scene had improved greatly in the Valley and I began showing in various galleries: Open Space in Allentown and later Connexions, White Birch, and Arte d’Magick in Easton.  I also became a member of Third Street Co-op in Philadelphia. 

I landed a teaching job at Northampton Community College in 1994 and have taught there since, along with a semester at Lafayette College.  In 1997 I began writing art reviews for the Easton Irregular, a local arts paper, and continue as a freelance writer occasionally.  In 2008 I opened my own gallery in downtown Easton and hold exhibits of my own work and works of local artists.

In terms of my own painting style I sometimes put it this way: I wanted to learn art history by doing it!  I explored many styles as a student and came upon a certain “format” so to speak around 30.  Since then my work focusses on presenting a kind of unity out of diverse elements, setting up various spaces, forms, or separate canvasses which may seem disjointed but ultimately relate in a visual sense.  Stylistically I may use anything from minimal abstraction to photorealistic effects. 

In 2002 I received a Fellowship from the PA Council on the Arts.  
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